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DF95 Australia Newsletter 

          November  2016 

 

 Welcome to the DF95 Class newsletter. The DF95 is raced as a “Restricted Class”.  This means that the 

boat is to be raced as supplied by the Builder, with any changes “restricted” to those specifically stated in the 

Class rules. To help promote the Class an informal Owners Association has been formed consisting of a Rep 

from each State which has boats Registered. Items for inclusion in the newsletter, requests for info, etc. 

should be sent to df95aus@gmail.com  

Useful Links:    www.dfracing.world - the site contains the Class Rules, drawings for constructing the other 

allowable rigs and templates for the sail numbers, National letters, the Class logo and their locations on the 

sails. There is also a link to Australia under the “Links” menu.   Paul Martin has been granted access to the 

site and will be posting all the news from Australia on it. Anyone with items of news (race results, NOR, 

etc.) for inclusion should send them to Paul at df95australia@gmail.com .  As some of us also race the DF65 

the same can be done at df65australia@gmail.com.  Requests for a DF65 sail number can now be sent to 

Kyle at df65aus@gmail.com .   

Boat Registration:  Boats should be registered at  df95aus@gmail.com .  

* The Hull serial number as supplied by HWH is the sail number.  

* Personal sail numbers will not be issued. 

      * Club Personal sail numbers are not allowed at DF95 Class Association events 

* Only boats registered with the DF95 Class Association may compete in DF95 State/National/World                

events or use “AUS” on their sails. 

* Owners should also check the updated Class Rules Version 1.2, H.9 regarding the size to be used for 

sail numbers, national letters and the Class logo and their positioning on sails. Templates/drawings 

for all of these are at  www.dfracing.world 

mailto:df95aus@gmail.com
http://www.dfracing.world/
mailto:df95australia@gmail.com
mailto:df65australia@gmail.com
mailto:df65aus@gmail.com
mailto:df95aus@gmail.com
http://www.dfracing.world/
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State Class Contacts 

Qld:  Garry Russell.  garryrussell51@gmail.com 

NSW:  Paul Martin.  pbob22@gmail.com 

Vic:  John Toner.  aus3488@yahoo.com.au 

Tas:  Kyle Stewart.  kylet@iprimus.com.au 

WA:  Rodney Popham rod@sailprizes.com.au 

S A:   Jurgen Luther  jurgenluther@gmail.com 

NT:  No contact yet. 

 

Clubs sailing the Class: 

Qld: Moreton Radio Yacht Squadron at Newport on the Redcliffe Peninsula. Some boats have 

been sailing as visitors at Lake Kawana on the Sunshine Coast. 

NSW: Forster RCYC.  Horizons MYC at Grahamstown Dam.  North Lakes on Lake Maquarie. A 

group sails at Blacktown Workers Club, Luddenham on Wednesdays from 0900 to 1200 and 

every second Sunday from 1100 to 1400. 

Vic: Patterson Lakes RMYC.  Lilydale RYC.  Tom Crusoe RC Sailing in Bendigo who sail a 

variety of classes and currently have 10 DF95s in the group.  Contact Mal Fields at 

crusoemal@gmail.com 

Tas: Risdon Brook RYC.  Lauderdale Canal.  STRYC at Franklin in the Huon Valley.  North 

Tasmania RYC at Launceston.  North West RYC in the Devonport area. 

S A: Mawson Lakes MYC. 

W A:  Wanderers RSC, Albany RSC.  

 

DF95 Class Rules updates:   Version 1.2 has been published at www.dfracing.world 

 

ISAF 2017 – 2020 Racing Rules of Sailing.   The new Rules take effect from 1 January 2017.  You can 

check the changes from the old Rules on the ARYA site by downloading the latest edition of RADIO 

WAVES and read the article on them. The one that affects us is in Appendix E, Rule E8 regarding sail 

numbers.  Radio sailing is returning to two digits on the sail.  The last two digits of the hull number 

are required to be displayed on the sails. 

As the DF95 Class is not yet a “recognised” Class by any State Association or the ARYA my 

understanding is this Rule does not yet apply. However DF95 Class rules (Rule H.9) allow the use of 

just two digit sail numbers. 

mailto:garryrussell51@gmail.com
mailto:pbob22@gmail.com
mailto:aus3488@yahoo.com.au
mailto:kylet@iprimus.com.au
mailto:rod@sailprizes.com.au
mailto:jurgenluther@gmail.com
mailto:crusoemal@gmail.com
http://www.dfracing.world/
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Current Registrations: As of 23/11/2016 a total of 81 boats have been registered.  The highest 

hull/sail number registered so far is 316, so there are a lot of boats out there 

unregistered!! 

 

State Reports: 

 

Queensland: The Sunshine Coast group at Lake Kawana is not currently sailing on a 

regular basis due to the illness of one of the skippers and another two who have work commitments.  

However it looks like there may be two new members who are about to purchase boats. 

The Morton Radio Yacht Squadron is now running regular race days with handicap and scratch 

racing scheduled for Sunday mornings starting at 10.00am.  Numbers have not increased, but passers 

by have shown an interest. 

 

New South Wales:      Daniel Bergan has issued an invitation to join him for Tuesday sailing at 

Grahamstown Dam MYC.  They meet every Tuesday morning at 9.30 am.  They sail anything under 

1 metre.  After morning sailing they have a BBQ and then sail Micro Magics and RG65s in the 

afternoon.  Contact Dan on 0432395488 for further details. 

Paul Martin represented the Class at the 2016 US Nationals in October.  In a highly competitive 

fleet, which had a good number of the top the RC sailors in the US sailing, Paul finished mid fleet.  

A great result Paul.  Read Paul’s report (with pictures) further on in the newsletter. 

 

Victoria:   The first organised event for the DF95 in Victoria was sailed on Saturday 29
th

 of 

October by the Patterson Lakes RMYC on it’s home water at the National Watersports Centre.  Ten 

boats were entered and an extra boat arrived for the last races of the day. Skippers ranged in 

experience from those who have competed at National and State level to those who have just a few 

months of stick time.  After a briefing by our PRO for the day Mike Pender, racing got under way 

10.00 in 0 – 2 knots of fluky NNW breeze.  Eight races were completed before the PRO called a 

lunch break.  During the lunch break a boat Set Up/Tuning session was held and there was a 

noticeable in the boat speed of the newbies during the afternoon races. For the afternoon races the 

breeze swung around to the SSE and was a bit more stable.  Winds for the whole day were shifty and 

fluky and never exceeded 5 knots.  As expected with this Restricted OD class racing was very close 

with some races being decided by less than a boat length.  After 17 races the event finished at 1530 

with Benson Or the clear winner from Tony Smith with Peter Yates 3
rd

 . With boat numbers on the 

increase in Victoria we are looking forward to a bigger fleet for the next One Day event in the New 

Year. 

The Patterson Lakes RMYC fleet continues to grow with seven boats racing in with the Lasers in 

both the scratch and handicap series. A number of Club members have had a trial sail of the ’95 and 

boat numbers are expected to grow once Santa has been!  At some stage next year there may be 

sufficient numbers to warrant a separate series for the ’95.  
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Survival conditions at the PLRMYC One Day event!! 

The fleet at Lilydale RYC continues to increase at a rapid rate.  At last count there were 17+ boats, 

with fleets of 13 – 15 boats racing on Saturday afternoons. Benson Or and Peter Haymes are the 

main preachers of the DF95 Gospel there and are obviously doing a great job of not only convincing 

people to purchase and race the boat, but also getting the majority of the owners in the club to 

register them. 

 

Some of the ever increasing DF95 fleet at Lilydale RYC. (Benson Or pic.) 

 

Tasmania:   DF95 racing is well and truly under was in Tasmania, both on a social level and as club 

sanctioned races.  In Launceston, the NTRYC are sailing DF95s every four weeks in rotation with the other 

classes they sail, these being A Class, RG/DF65 and Laser classes.  The North West sail them regularly on a 

social level at the moment, but before long, they could be creeping into the Official calendar.  In the South, 

DF95s are raced weekly at Risdon Brook and Montrose Bay on a week about basis.  At Risdon Brook on 

Wednesdays during the late morning and early afternoon and on the opposite week, on a Thursday from 4.30 

pm at Montrose Bay.  The turnouts have been reasonable, but should pick up as the weather improves.  

There have been up to 10 boats sailing on these days, which is a positive start.   
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Tas con’t.   The DF95s also sail regularly at Lauderdale Canal on Saturdays from around 10.00am in an 

unofficial capacity amongst any other type of yacht, the premise being that if you have any yacht, come and 

sail (and have a BBQ). 

It is envisaged that RBRYC will soon host another Invitational event (following on from the success of the 

42 Degrees South Regatta weekend) and will be sending out notifications as soon as dates for it are 

finalised. 

 

South Australia:        There are now four boats registered and sailing at Mawson Lakes MYC and interest 

in the DF95 continues to grow among the OD sailors at the club. 

 

Western Australia:    The DF95 is rapidly gaining in popularity in WA with 14 currently on the water 

and another two to come very soon. Most activity is based at WAnderers Radio Sailing Club with some 

boats sailed in the South at the Harrington Waters and Albany clubs. 

Boat sail number 300 has been purchased in WA from HWH.  It would be good to get the first DF95 

Nationals sailed in 2017. 

Application will be made to the RSAWA for recognition of the Class and WAnderers plan to hold an 

inaugural WA State Championship in the first half of 2017.  If two other States do the same this will meet 

one of the primary requirements for National recognition of the DF95 Class with the ARYA. 

 

MAINSHEET CHAEFING ON BRIDLE RING  

After 17 races at the PLRMYC One Day event I 

did some checking of my rigs and found that the 

mainsheet on my A rig was badly chafed.  I also 

checked my B rig which had been used on 

several occasions prior to this event and found 

the same kind of wear.  I checked the supplied 

ring on the mainsheet bridle ring and found that it 

was more of a washer with rounded edges than a 

circular radius.  The solution was to replace this 

with a solid ring with a round profile (allowed in 

the class Rules).  I got these from my local 

fishing tackle store (BCF) at a cost of $6 for the 

pack. 
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AUSTRALIAN DF95 CLASS QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY 

 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU OWNED A DF95? 

Months.  <1  4;    <3  7;   <6  10 

PURCHASED FROM? 

HWH   20;    O/seas  1 

HOW WILL YOU USE  IT? 

Social   11;  Club racing  20;   State events  15;  National  11;  International  6 

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF DF95 ASSOC.? 

Yes  20;   No 1 

WOULD YOU PAY A FEE? 

Yes  20;   No  1 

HOW MUCH? 

$5  1;  $10 1;  $15 4;  $20  11;  $25  4 

DO YOU SEE A VALUE IN FORMING AN ASSOC.? 

Yes  21;  No  1 

WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO ASSIST?  

Yes  8;   No  13 

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE CLASS RULES AS THEY STAND? 

Yes  15;  No  6 

WHICH RULE WOULD YOU CHANGE? 

See Appendix 

WHAT EVENTS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE AND WHEN? 

Inter Club  1;  Regional  2;  State   13;  National  11;  International  6. 

Only two replies gave dates.  State Champs 2017/18 Season.  National Championship 2018/19 Season 

with the suggestion that they might be held in the ACT. 

HOW DO YOU WANT THE ISSUE OF INSURANCE COVERED? 

Personal  3;  Club  11;  ARYA/State  4 
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AUSTRALIAN DF95 CLASS QUESTIONNAIRE. 

 

APPENDIX 

 

Which Rules would you change? F 3,  F5,  F6,  H11,  H13. 

 

F3. Allow a hook and swivel for the jib boom attachment at the deck eye.  Allow for a hook  

attachment for the jib stay at the masthead crane. 

Discard the bowsie adjustment for the fib boom and use the system as per the DF65. 

 

F5. Allow an additional purchase on the backstay to allow for easier/finer adjustment of the 

backstay. 

 

F6. Allow the jib sheet to be routed through the Port side deck eye of the mainsheet bridle as this 

would allow better alignment of the jib sheet with the winch line turning block. 

 For the A and B rigs allow the jib sheet to be routed through Deck eye 4 then through Deck 

eye 3. 

 

H11. Allow extra Flow Stripes on the sails. 

 

H13. Allow Telltales on the Leach of the mainsail. 

 

 

A copy of the Appendix has been sent to John Tushingham (who developed the Class) for info.   
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Reflections on the 2016 DF95 US Nationals. 

16 Hours over and 15 hours back, a long way to go for some racing. Well not really. If you want 

videos or pictures of the event, check out RC Groups, You Tube and Facebook, there are plenty to 

keep you interested for hours at a time.  Here are just a few of mine. 

43 Skippers made the journey to the event, which meant A, B and C fleet racing under the HMS. For 

those unfamiliar with this system, it allows promotion and demotion within the fleets.  It starts off 

with 15 in each fleet, promoting 4 in each race to the next fleet and demoting the last four. 

I spent most of the weekend between B and A fleets with an occasional visit to C, all my own making. 

My issue was with battery power.   Note to myself:  make sure you use fully charged LiFe batteries 

and change them at the end of a session, no matter what the radio is saying. 

 

 

Photo 1. Fleet A Start Sunday mid morning.  < 5knots, swell about 30cm and hot. 

Racing was fantastic with good courses and fair lines. There was no tide to speak of, as we were 

sailing on a lake, but because we were at the leeward end of a 7 mile long stretch of water ,  the 

swell was to say the least, challenging.  

Friday was A rig all afternoon.  Saturday was A to start with, B in the middle and back to A to finish 

and Sunday was A rig all day.  Photo 1 shows the A fleet , 4 seconds after the gun. Only one skipper 

was a bit shy of the line and this was repeted in every race.  

Races ran for between 10 to 15 minutes with a legs of about  175m. Clean air was a prioity as the 

shifts were subtle and short lived. In all but a few races,  the first group to the windward mark stayed 

in front.  Tacking proved to be a problem for thoes who normally sail on a pond or small lake. The 

leaders were quick to adapt their sailing style to match the conditions. They set their boats up with a 

full  jib and main, at least two fingers from the boom,  more twist than you would expect and 

worked the hull through the waves with speed rather than height. 
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It took me two races to get the right amount of twist in my main to deal with the chop, but after 

that, 267 was just as fast as the boats around me.  The beauty of ODR is that you all have the same 

equiptment, so tactics, boat handleling, rules interpetions,  all play a large part in the outcome. The 

winners sailed clean, played the shifts, went for pressure and had impeccably  prepared boats. 

Interesting that the first two boats used Cat Sails, the first four boats had painted hulls and one used 

a standard 4  x AA  battery pack. This showed that weight of the boat is not an issue. Most of the rest  

of the fleet used standard stock sails, LiFe batteries and hulls 

The use of the B rig on Saturday was something new,  as most skippers were still rigging them at 

registration on the Friday check in. 

So at regristration, battery weights  and sails were checked.  Stock and 3rd party manufactured sails 

were approved , home made sails measured.  My understanding  was that there were no problems. 

 

 

Photo 2.  Just 20 seconds after the start. 

 

Photo 3.  Approaching the windward mark for the first time. 

Most of the boats were set up with masts in the middle, tending to the back of the step for the A rig, 

which meant more rake than the set up used in the manual. But because of the conditions changing 

throughout the day, these settings also changed. Getting a good flow over the sails was fast.  The 

right amount of twist in both the main and jib were crucial 

On the social side, well, the locals know how to enjoy themselves. The Hotel was 300m from the race 

course, the function was held at a location about 50m from the course area, the bar was even closer. 
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From a spectator’s point of view, you could sit up on the deck and look down on the racing, while 

sipping on numerous different types of poison. 

 

Photo 4.  Looking for room to round the top mark. 

 

Photo 5. Still not around yet.  

 

Photo 6. Traffic jam at the leeward gate. 
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So, would I go back? Well yes, but not before a trip to the UK to take part in one of their National 

Championship events. 

And what about the future? 

 Australia will hold an event within the next twelve months. We may even attract a few visitors, but 

expect to see a World event in 2018/2019, somewhere in the Northern hemisphere.   

I would encourage any of you that may be thinking of attending a large National or World event to 

do so.  

Friendships formed and knowledge gained lasts forever. 

 

Paul Martin  

DF95 267 

 

Foot note: I haven’t included any measurements of how different skippers set up their boats. The 

numbers mentioned in the manual are a great starting point and can be massaged to suit your style 

of sailing for a given condition. Start using the 1135mm and 1090mm suggested lengths and work 

your way from there. The revised rules are now active. They all make sense and should be 

incorporated into your set up. 

 
 

 

2016 DF95 UK Nationals 

The event was held over the weekend of 5/6
th

 November at Lincoln MYC where 34 boats battled in mainly 

B and C rig conditions.  The only gear failure reported for the whole weekend was one rudder servo. Winner 

was Class developer John Tushingham followed by Derek Priestley and Ken Binks.  Full details, results and 

pictures are at www.dfracinguk.com 

 

 

 

VIDEOS:    

Benson Or has provided  links to some DF95 sailing at Lilydale RYC,  there is also some video of the 

PLRMYC One day event there as well.  https://youtu./tsCYCdmAnAm  and 

https://youtu.be/MBMXShq0OEM .  Thanks to John Whitaker  for making them available. Lots to be 

learned from them – anticipate the developing situation and make the decision early, don’t tack in another 

boat’s water and remember that when you tack onto Starboard you must give the non right-of-way boat time 

to respond.  

http://www.dfracinguk.com/
https://youtu./tsCYCdmAnAm
https://youtu.be/MBMXShq0OEM
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

“If he says once more that he found a DF95 with four rigs in his Christmas stocking I will deck him” 

 

 

 

 

 

A SAFE, MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 

 

 

.  
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FOR SALE 

HITEC OPTIC 5 5 Channel  2.4 GHZ T/X and R/X.  Two X 1300mAH NiCad T/X 

   battery packs and charger.   $70 

HITEC OPTIC 5 5 Channel  2.4 GHZ  T/X and R/X.  1300mAH NiCad T/X pack and T/X 

AA battery holder.   $40 

DF65 RADIO  T/X  J4C11 and R/X  J4C11RB.   $20 

HITEC SERVO HS-5485HB digital programmable servo. Unused and still in box. Left 

over from IOM days.  $20 

LiFe BATTERY ZIPPY brand.  2 x 6.6V 1100mAH LiFe batteries.  Purchased for my 

DF95 but don’t fit in the tray! 

    $10 the pair. 

 Items are in Melbourne.  All items are plus postage. 

 

 CONTACT:  JOHN TONER.  0419506670.  Email:  aus3488@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

RG65 Spectre 650.  Complete ready to sail. A,B and C rigs – rig box – 

2.4 gHZ  T/X.  LiFe R/X battery.  Has had little use and is in 

excellent condition.  $750  o.n.o  plus freight.  Can deliver within 

reason. 

 Located in Benalla Vic.    Contact :  davidgee@live.com.au 

----------------------------------------- 

 

mailto:aus3488@yahoo.com.au
mailto:davidgee@live.com.au
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CHECK CURRENT PRICES AT HWH SITE 


