
Soch Sails DF65 Rig Kit Manual 
A simple yet useful guide to building a new rig for a DF65 written in a manner that you can 

understand without needing a degree in rocket science or membership of MENSA. 
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Soch Sails DF65 Rig Kit Manual 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 5Cср wƛƎ YƛǘǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

there are some specifƛŎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǊƛƎ ƪƛǘΦ 

 

Items to get in front of you before starting. 

 

Sharp modelling knife,  

Cigarette lighter for burning loose ends on knots and making them tidy. 

Sharp pointy tool (a very small sailmakers fid is a handy tool here) 

Some 5 minute epoxy or medium setting cyano. 

A cup of tea and a standby kettle just in case it takes longer than you expected. This is not a beer job even if it is during 

the evening. 

 

Important Information. 
 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƛƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜǎ 

way of rigging a DF65, all we know is that it works for us and with good upkeep and regular maintenance of a rig built 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ seen any failures ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜŎƻǳǊǎŜΧƪƴƻŎƪ ƻƴ ǿƻƻŘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΗ  

 

Your mates mate might do it differently and yoǳΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 

are instructions which come from two and a half years of building DF65 rigs to this recipe and the rigs we race are 

exactly to this spec. 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ! ǊƛƎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƪƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 

in these instructions. 

 

OK, so lets begin. 

 

Step 1. 

 

Get your rig kit out on the table in front of you and marvel at it. Have some tea.  You should have 5 bags of bits in front 

of you which are the following items.  

Mast set 

Masthead fittings kit 

Jib boom kit 

Main boom kit 

Cordage, bowsies rig rings. 
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Goody bags! 

 

Step 2.  

 

Rather than opening all the packs at once and ending up with a huge mess of many small bits on the table put the boom 

ƪƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿǎƛŜǎ ŜǘŎ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ ¦ƴǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǘ ǎŜǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩll find there are 4 sections of tube, two 6mm 

mast sections and two 5mm sections, one mast stub and one mast joiner. There will also be a set of four shiny metal 

mast riƴƎǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎ 5Cср ƪƛǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴŀǎǘ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƎƻΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ 

mast sections to prevent the tube splitting.  One end is chamfered to allow ease of fitting so best to dry fit them first to 

make sure they go on nicely then add some cyano and fit them for real.  

 
Mast Bits 
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Step 3. 

 

Ok so we now want to open up the masthead fittings pack which contains the following items, mast crane, sail head 

swivel fitting, mast crane fitting, jib hanger and the stub collar.  

 
Masthead fittings kit contents 

 

For this step we need the jib hanger and stub collar along with the mast joiner tube and the mast stub tube. Test fit the 

jib hanger on the joiner tube and if when youΩre happy with the fit use some cyano and glue the hanger in place about 

halfway along the joiner. 

 

http://www.sochsails.co.uk/


Copyright  Abersoch Boatyard Services 2015 www.sochsails.co.uk  

 

The stub collar requires a little more thought to get right and there are two ways to do it. The first is to measure your 

existing kit supplied rig for a dimension, however, as good as the kits are there is always a little variation. So we use a 

different method which ensures that it is correct every time. 

 

!ǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ōŀƎǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΗ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

mainboom kit, and in particular the gooseneck fitting and also the two bearings that slot into either end of this fitting. 

Insert the bearings into the gooseneck. Then place the stub into the mast hole on the boat, add the gooseneck onto the 

ǎǘǳō ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳō ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳō ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

slight chamfer on it, this end should be facing down and run against the bearing at the top of the gooseneck. The top of 

the collar sits flush against the bottom of the mast. 

 
Gooseneck fitting with bearings inserted 

 
Mast stub in boat 
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Mast stub collar install 

 

Dry fit all this and when you are happy mark the top of the collar with a bit of masking tape, remove the whole lot from 

the boat and glue the collar into place. 

 

Step 4 

 

Mast assembly time now, we are cracking through it!  Ok so assemble the masthead fittings as shown then dry fit to the 

top section ƻŦ ƳŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŘǊȅ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŀǎǘΦ bƻǿ ƳƛȄ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

favourite 5 or 15 minute epoxy or cyano and glue the sections together.  Then walk away, make a brew and read the 

next couple of steps whilst the epoxy sets! 

 
Masthead Fitting Assembly 
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Top section assembly 

 

Step 5  

 

Main boom & Jib boom assembly ς the kit supplied instruction manual gives you a good idea of where everything needs 

to go on the mainboom and the jib boom assemblies. We have added a couple of pictures below to help you out 

showing what you get in the kit and what it looks like assembled and also a very cool hand drawn picture from John 

Tushingham giving some handy measurements. bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ a9b{! Ƴembership 

to make it all work but there are a few things to bear in mind. 

 

On the main boom the silicon ring that sits under the kicker needs to be put in place before gluing the aft end boom 

band in place. Simple I know but amazing the number of people that do it wrong! 

 
Main boom components not including silicon rings 
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Compression strut detail 

 
Completed main boom including silicon rings 

 

On the jib boom the only stumbling block is the aft end fitting where the jib leach line comes out. On the kit supplied 

boom this is already installed with this kit you need to put a length of 30lb cord into the end fitting and secure it with 

lots of knots before gluing the fitting into place. Try a dry run with this first so you know that your many knots will fit 

into end of the jib boom as well as the fitting! 

 
Jib Boom components, not including silicon rings 
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